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Applicability 

This policy applies to all speakers at the University who are not affiliated with the University of 

New Mexico, including those whether or not sponsored by current employees of the University 

acting within the course and scope of their University employment and organizations other than 

academic and administrative departments of the University, private corporations, non-profit 

corporations, unincorporated associations, University-recognized student organizations, 

including ASUNM, GPSA, chartered student organizations, sponsored student organizations, and 

affiliated student organizations sponsoring any one or more of the foregoing entities or 

enterprisesmembers of the campus community. 

University Principles 

As a public institution, the University encourages open inquiry and spirited debate on its campus 

and will not ban or punish constitutionally protected speech based on its content or viewpoint. 

The University provides a forum for a wide variety of speakers, including those expressing 

unpopular or ideas different than your ownfrom others at the University. The University has 

confidence in the ability of its students, faculty, and staff to critically evaluate all ideas that may 

be expressed by speakers from off campus and to meet conflict and controversy with 

understanding and reason. 

Policy 

TAs a public institution, the University encourages free open inquiry and spirited debate on the 

its campuses and will not ban or punish constitutionally protected speech based on its content or 

viewpoint. It The University provides a forum for a wide variety of speakers, including those 

expressing unpopular or controversial ideas different from what may be viewed by others as 

mainstream ideas. The University has confidence in the ability of its students, faculty, and staff 

to critically evaluate all ideas that may be expressed at the University by speakers from off 

campus.  

The use of a University venue or the sponsorship of an off-campus speaker by a University unit 

does not amount to University endorsement of the content of the event or the views expressed by 

the speaker, the attendees, potential protestors or the sponsoring organization.  



As an educational academic institution, the University expects that presentations of speakers in 

on campus University facilities will be of educational value, and that they will be conducted in 

an orderly manner. The University may reasonably regulate the time, place and manner of 

expression of its speakers from off campus to ensure the speaker does not disrupt the 

University’s activities and programs.  The responsibility for determining the educational value of 

invited speakers rests ultimately upon the group authorized to extend the initiation.  Academic 

departments, administrative offices, student governments, and chartered student organizations 

may invite off-campus speakers to address the University community in accordance with 

established policies and procedures and protocols. No The University expects sponsoring units to 

critically evaluate requests by outside organizations to speak on campus and ensure that their 

intended speech represents constitutionally protected conduct or activity. should accept speakers 

imposed upon it by any outside agency or individual, . nor should an organization lend its 

entitlement to invite a speaker merely as an accommodation to anyone. 

University facilities normally will not be made available for non-affiliated or non-sponsored 

speakers except as otherwise allowed by through the University’s facility rental policies and 

procedures. Exceptions will be made for candidates for state and national political office and for 

speakers who address closed audiences of organizations that use University facilities on an 

invitational or rental basis. This policy is not intended to restrict the use of University facilities 

for meetings of a professional or academic nature arranged as part of the University's regular 

functions. 

Speakers approved in accordance with University procedures should be allowed free expression 

of their content and viewpointss. Members of the audience with divergent points of view should 

be respectful and permit such speakers to be heard without harassment or disruption and be 

respectful in their expression of dissent. The Regents, with this Policy, condemn speech and 

counter-speech that includes discriminatory, stereotypical, and derogatory speech targeted at 

students on or more individuals based upon their actual or perceived shared ancestry or ethnic 

characteristics, citizenship, or residency in a country with a dominant religion or distinct 

religious identity.   

Implementation 

The President shall adopt administrative policies and procedures to implement this policy. 

References 

• U.S. Const., First Amendment 

• NM Const., Art. II, §  

• See,RPM 8.1 (“ Special Use of University Facilities”) Policy ; Off-Campus Speakers 

Policy published annually in the Pathfinder. 

• RPM 2.1:  Free Expression and Advocacy 

• RPM 2.8:  Visitors to the University 



• RPM 6.5:  Political Activity by Employees 

• UAP 2210:  Campus Violence 

• UAP 2220:  Freedom of Expression and Dissent 

• UAP 2230:  Police and Security Services 

• UAP 2240:  Respectful Campus 

• UAP 2060:  Political Activity 

 


