Minutes of the Regular Meeting of
The Board of Regents of the University of New Mexico
February 17, 2026 at 1:30 PM
UNM Student Union Building (SUB) Baliroom B & Cherry Silver Room
Livestreamed at https:/flive.unm.edu/board-of-regents

Members Present
Paul Blanchard, Chair -
Christina Campos
Jack Fortner (virtually)
William Payne
Victor Reyes, Vice Chair
Paula Tackett, Secretary-Treasurer
Patricia Williams

ipistrati
Garnett S. Stokes, President; Barbara Rodriguez, Interim Provost and EVP for Academic Affairs; Teresa
Costantinidis, EVP for Finance and Administration; Mike Richards, EVP for Health Sciences and CEO of
the Health System, Rebecca Napier, VP Finance & Administration, HSC; Kate Becker, CEO, UNM
Hospital; Bruce Cherrin, Acting University Controller; Shawna Wolfe, VP Institutional Support Services;
Fern Lovo, VP Athletics; Assata Zerai, VP Change & Empowerment; Eric Scott, VP Student Affairs; Dan
Garcia, VP Enrollment Management; Daniel Jones, General Counsel; Francie Cordova, Chief
Compliance Officer; Kevin Stevenson, VP Human Resources; Terry Babbitt, President's Chief of Staff;
Ben Cloutier, Executive Director of Strategic Communications; deans and others.

Advisors Present
Andrew Norton, ASUNM President; Travis Broadhurst, GPSA President; Roberta Lavin, Faculty Senate
President

Presenters

Dr. Christopher Arndt, CEO UNM Medical Group, Lisa Kuuttila, Rainforest Innovations CEO & Chief
Economic Development Officer; Thomas Neale, Chief Operating Officer, Lobo Development Corporation;
Jason Strauss, President & Chief Executive Officer, Lobo Energy, Inc.

CALL TO ORDER AND CONFIRMATION OF A QUORUM
Chair Paul Blanchard called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m. in the UNM Student Union Building,

Ballroom B and confirmed a quorum with 5 members present in person, and Regent Fortner present
virtually, confirmed by roll call. Regent Payne was not present.

VOTE TO ADOPT THE AGENDA
The motion to adopt the agenda passed unanimously with six regents present and voting (1" Tackett;
2" Reyes)

VOTE TO CLOSE THE MEETING AND PROCEED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
The motion to close the meeting and proceed in executive session passed unanimously with six
regents present and voting (1*! Reyes; 2" Campos; roll call vote - all members voted yes)

{Regents proceeded upstairs to the Cherry Silver Room for the Executive Session luncheon af 12:11 p.m.
Regent Payne joined the meeting in the Cherry Silver Room.]

Executive Session agenda:

« Discussion and/or determination of matters subject to the attorney-client privilege pertaining to
threatened or pending litigation in which the University is or may become a participant pursuant to
NMSA 1978, § 10-15-1H(7).

- Discussion of personally identifiable information about an individual student, as permitted by NMSA
1978, § 10-15-1.H(4).

+ Discussion and/or determination of limited personnel matters pursuant to NMSA 1978, § 10-15-1H(2).



Brandon Gallegos - Public Comment to the UNM Board of Regents

February 17, 2026

Contemporaneous copy supplied after the meeting for correction/supplementation of the public record. This copy is not
represented as a written submission made to the Regents on February 17. It reproduces the speech text preserved in Brandon
Gallegos’s records shortly after the meeting; the University’s official meeting recording may be used to confirm the oral remarks.

My name is Brandon Gallegos. I'm a former high school dropout, and I'm
currently a pure mathematics major at this university.

In Fall 2023, | was given permission to take a graduate-level math
course, which | later dropped. Following that, | made a sequence of
civil rights complaints, which resulted in me receiving multiple
diagnoses of schizophrenia.

About a year ago, | believe it was falsely claimed by UNM that | made
direct threats against others. A large police presence was sent to my
home, and | was forced into a mental hospital where | was forcibly
injected with antipsychotics against my will.

While | was in the hospital, doctors told me that UNM contacted the Secret Service because of me.

At the end of the involuntary commitment, | was informed by the doctor
that they believed | was a threat to no one, and that they didn’t even
think | would accidentally hurt someone.

Recently, | took a stand for myself and ended the injections.

As the long-acting injectable reaches the end of its half-life—with

only a small amount remaining in my system—the qualities which define my
person—my creativity, my ambition, my fears, my grief, my indignation,

my resolve—are returning, along with my ability to recognize they were gone.

And | have realized: those antipsychotics were not just a violation of my civil rights, nor merely an
assault on my humanity, but rather—at its deepest level—those antipsychotics were an invasion of
my personhood, of my soul’s right to liberty.



[Regents proceeded downstairs to Ballroom B.]

VOTE TO RE-OPEN THE MEETING

The motion to re-open the meeting passed unanimously with seven regents present and voting
(1*t Payne; 2™ Tackett).

Regent Blanchard re-opened the meeting at 1:21 p.m. in the Student Union Building, Ballroom B and certified
that only matters listed in the above Executive Session agenda were discussed in Executive Session.

VOTE TO CERTIFY THAT ONLY THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE EXECUTIVE SESSION WERE
DISCUSSED DURING CLOSED SESSION

The motion to certify that only the items listed on the Executive Session agenda were discussed
in closed session passed unanimously with seven regents present and voting (1st Payne; 2nd
Reyes).

VOTE TO APPROVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HONORARY DEGREES
The motion to approve the recommendations for honorary degrees passed unanimously with seven
regents present and voting (1** Reyes; 2™ Tackett).

VOTE TO DECLINE TQ REVIEW APPEALS TO THE BOARD
The motion to decline to review one staff and one student appeal to the board passed 7-0 with seven
regents present and voting (1*' Payne; 2nd Tackett).

Land Acknowledgement Statement of the University of New Mexico
Regent Blanchard affirmed the University of New Mexico Land Acknowledgement Statement. Emily Monteiro
Payne, Secretary to the Board of Regents, read it aloud:

Founded in 1889, The University of New Mexico sits on the traditional homelands of the Pueblo of Sandia. The
original peoples of New Mexico - Pueblo, Navajo, and Apache - since time immemorial, have deep connections
to the fand and have made significant contributions to the broader communily statewide. We honor the land itself
and those who remain stewards of this fand throughout the generations and also acknowledge our committed
relationship to indigenous peoples. We gratefully recognize our history.

VOTE TO CONFIRM THE APPROVAL COF MINUTES
- The motion to approve the minutes of the December 20, 2025 meeting passed unanimously. (1%
Campos; 2™ Tackett).

PRESIDENT'S ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

President Stokes highlighted several institutional developments, including recognition of UNM’s Carnegie
Community Engagement Classification renewal, which reflects the university’'s deep partnerships with
communities across New Mexico. Updates included progress on research and innovation initiatives,
celebration of Black History Month pregramming, and the continued expansion of UNM's research
enterprise through interdisciplinary projects and funding opportunities. The President also noted recent
campus developments such as the launch of a UNM Health digital navigation app, efforts to strengthen
partnerships with state leaders during UNM Day at the Legislature, and ongoing leadership searches,
including the national searches for a Provost and Vice President/Director of Athletics, emphasizing the
importance of maintaining momentum across academic, research, and athletics programs.

REGENTS' COMMENTS
No comments were made by the regents.

ADVISORS' COMMENTS

Roberta Lavin, Faculty Senate President, reported that the Faculty Senate, in collaboration with the
Central New Mexico Community College Faculty Senate, adopted a resolution opposing the proposed
Compact for Academic Excellence in Higher Education, citing concerns that its conditions on federal
funding could undermine academic freedom, institutional independence, and the integrity of research.

Damion Terrell, Staff Council President, highlighted the important role UNM staff play in supporting the
university's mission and serving students, faculty, and the broader community. He emphasized Staff
Council’s ongoing efforts to advocate for staff interests, including attention to compensation, workplace



suppon, and engagement with university leadership on institutional initiatives. Terrel also acknowledged
the contributions of staff across campus and expressed appreciation for continued collaboration between
staff, administration, and the Board of Regents in advancing the university’s goals.

Andrew Norton, ASUNM President, provided updates on student initiatives including the launch of the
LobolLift campus transportation service, student representation on the university's new Al advisory group,
and collaboration with campus leadership to address student needs. He also noted strong student
engagement in athletics and reaffirmed ASUNM's commitment to representing the interests of UNM's
undergraduate student body.

Travis Broadhurst, GPSA President, highlighted several legislative priorities affecting graduate students,
including support for Senate Bill 106, which would expand graduate scholarships statewide, and House
Memorial 4, proposing a study of employer-sponsored health care for graduate workers across New
Mexico universities. He also discussed GPSA listening sessions on proposed university bonds and
ongoing efforts to inform graduate students about funding opportunities and policy developments.

Michelle Ziegler, Vice President of Governance for the UNM Alumni Association Board, thanked the
Regents for their continued engagement with alumni programming and highlighted the association's
participation in UNM Day at the Legislature, including a reception that brought together more than 45
state leaders, iegislators, and cabinet officials to showcase UNM’s impact across the state. She noted
the association’s strong focus on student support through more than 45 scholarships funded by alumni
donors and described several engagement initiatives connecting students with alumni mentors, including
the “Pizza with Professionals” series and an upcoming senior send-off event designed to help graduating
students transition successfully into their careers.

Janet Brierly provided an update on the Retiree Association’s legislative advocacy efforts, particularly
related to the Educational Retirement Beoard (ERB) pension system. She explained that the association
has been working with other retiree groups and legislators to address long-standing concerns about
reduced cost-of-living adjustments for ERB retirees since 2013 and highlighted legislation seeking a
temporary “13th check” payment to help offset lost purchasing power. Brierly also noted that the
association continues to engage members through community activities and tours while advocating for
improved retirement benefits for long-serving education employees.

PUBLIC COMMENT RELATED TO AGENDA
There were no public comments related to the agenda.

VOTE TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA
Regent Blanchard confirmed that no items were removed from the originally published Consent Agenda,
then called for a vote to approve the Consent Agenda.

The vote to approve the Consent Agenda passed unanimously with seven regents present and
voting (1! Payne; 2™ Reyes)

VOTE TO RECESS BOARD OF REGENTS
The motion to recess the Board of Regents meeting passed unanimously (1% Payne; 2" Reyes)

VOTE TO CONVENE THE MEMBER OF THE MEETING — UNM MEDICAL GROUP
The motion to convene the Meeting of the Member passed unanimously (1%t Payne; 2" Campos)

Christopher Arndt, CEQ, UNM Medical Group presented highlights of the annual report and requested
approval of the Annual Report and FY25 Final Audit.

VOTE TO ACCEPT THE UNM MEDICAL GROUP ANNUAL REPORT AND FY25 FINAL AUDIT
The motion to accept the UNM Medical Group Annual Report and Final Audit passed unanimously
{1%t Tackett; 2" Campos)

VOTE TO ADJOURN THE MEMBER OF THE MEETING — UNM MEDICAL GROUP



The motion to adjourn the Meeting of the Member passed unanimously (1* Reyes; 2™ Tackett)

VOTE TO CONVENE THE MEMBER OF THE MEETING — RAINFOREST INNOVATIONS

The motion to convene the Meeting of the Member passed unanimously (1st Blanchard; 2nd
Campos)

Lisa Kuuttila, CEQ & Chief Economic Development Officer, UNM Rainforest Innovations, presented
highlights of the agenda items for approval.

VOTE TO ACCEPT THE RAINFOREST INNOVATIONS SUMMARIZED MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY
20, 2025 MEETING AND THE RAINFOREST INNOVATIONS FY 2024-25 AUDIT

The motion to accept the summarized minutes of the February 20, 2025 meeting and to accept the
FY2023-24 Audit meeting passed unanimously (1* Tackett; 2" Reyes)

VOTE TO ADJOURN THE MEMBER OF THE MEETING — RAINFOREST INNOVATIONS
The motion to adjourn the Meeting of the Member passed unanimously {(1* Payne; 2" Campos)

VOTE TO CONVENE THE MEMBER OF THE MEETING — LOBO DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

The motion to convene the Meeting of the Member passed unanimously (1* Payne; 2™ Williams)

Thomas Neale, Chief Operating Officer, Lobo Development Corporation and Theresa Costantinidis,
CEQO, LDC and EVPFA, briefly presented the agenda items below for approval.

VOTE TO ACCEPT THE LOBC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION SUMMARIZE
FEBRUARY 20, 2025 MEETING AND FY2024-25 AUDIT REPORT

The motion to accept the summarized minutes of the February 20, 2025 meeting and FY2024-25
Audit Report passed unanimously (1%t Payne; 2" Reyes)

MINUTES OF THE

VOTE TO ADJOURN THE MEMBER OF THE MEETING- LOBO DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
The motion to adjourn the Meeting of the Member passed unanimously (1st Reyes; 2nd Tackett)

VOTE TO CONVENE THE MEMBER OF THE MEETING — LOBO ENERGY, INC.
The motion to convene the Meeting of the Member passed unanimously (1st Reyes; 2nd Tackett)

Jason Strauss, President/CEO, Loho Energy Inc. briefly presented the agenda items below for approval.

VOTE TO ACCEPT THE LOBO ENERGY, INC. SUMMARIZED MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 20,
2025 MEETING AND FY2024-25 AUDIT REPORT

The motion to accept the summarized minutes of the February 20, 2025 meeting and FY2024-25
Audit Report passed unanimously (1% Tackett; 2" Blanchard)

VOTE TO ADJOURN THE MEMBER OF THE MEETING- LOBO ENERGY, INC.
The motion to adjourn the Meeting of the Member passed unanimously (1st Reyes; 2nd Tackett)

VOTE TO RECONVENE THE BOARD OF REGENTS

The motion to reconvene the Board of Regents meeting passed unanimously (1st Reyes; 2nd
Tackett)

NEW BUSINESS

ACTION ITEMS
There were no new action items for presentation.

INFORMATION ITEM




No new information items were presented.

PUBLIC COMMENTS NOT RELATED TO AGENDA ITEMS
Brandon Gallegos, student, offered public comment to the Board of Regents regarding personal and
university matters.

There being no further business, Regent Payne moved to adjourn the meeting, Regent Reyes seconded;
all were in favor; the meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m.

Approved: Attest:
P~ /
Paul Blanchard, Chai Paula Tackett, Secretary-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Emily Morell
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