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My name is Brandon Gallegos. I’m a former high school dropout, and I’m
currently a pure mathematics major at this university.

In Fall 2023, I was given permission to take a graduate-level math
course, which I later dropped. Following that, I made a sequence of
civil rights complaints, which resulted in me receiving multiple
diagnoses of schizophrenia.

About a year ago, I believe it was falsely claimed by UNM that I made
direct threats against others. A large police presence was sent to my
home, and I was forced into a mental hospital where I was forcibly
injected with antipsychotics against my will.

While I was in the hospital, doctors told me that UNM contacted the Secret Service because of me.

At the end of the involuntary commitment, I was informed by the doctor
that they believed I was a threat to no one, and that they didn’t even
think I would accidentally hurt someone.

Recently, I took a stand for myself and ended the injections.

As the long-acting injectable reaches the end of its half-life—with
only a small amount remaining in my system—the qualities which define my
person—my creativity, my ambition, my fears, my grief, my indignation,
my resolve—are returning, along with my ability to recognize they were gone.

And I have realized: those antipsychotics were not just a violation of my civil rights, nor merely an
assault on my humanity, but rather—at its deepest level—those antipsychotics were an invasion of
my personhood, of my soul’s right to liberty.
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